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Rosalind Lockyer, Executive Director

PARO was founded in 1995 with Rosalind Lockyer at the helm. Her goal was to create a program to help women to realize success on their own terms. PARO began as a women’s community loan fund; today, as a multi-faceted women-centered community economic development program, it supports PARO groups located throughout Northwestern Ontario. 

The essence and originality of PARO was seeded in how Rosalind involves the members in the organization and program development. A true grassroots organization, the members are elected to the board of directors annually, and collectively work with Rosalind, as primary innovators and decision-makers for the organization. Under her leadership, PARO has received significant recognition for its contribution to women. In 2002, PARO received the Soroptimist of Americas Eastern Canada Award for Advancing the Status of Women, and in 2004, the Chamber of Commerce Award for Business Excellence-Not- For- Profit. Seven years at university earned Rosalind a Psychology Degree and certified teaching credentials. However, it was the 20 years of working as a teacher, entrepreneur, community developer that left Rosalind blatantly aware of systemic women’s issues, and provided the skills, experience, passion, and determination to work for positive change locally, provincially, and nationally. 

For these efforts, Rosalind was awarded the prestigious Influential Women of Northern Ontario Award-Public Sector 2005 from Northern Ontario Business recognizing her leadership in building PARO Centre for Women’s Enterprise into the dynamic organization that it is today. Rosalind serves as a founding director of the Canadian Women’s Community Economic Development (CED) Council, vice-chair of the Policy Council of the Canadian CED Network, women’s reference group member for the North Superior Training Board, advisory committee member for the Pan-Canadian Community Development Learning Network, and steering committee member for the new Ontario CED Network. 
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