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BY LINDSAY KELLY
Northern Ontario Business 

T alk to Darryl Lake about being a 
leader in Northern Ontario and 
he’s quick to deflect praise for his 
achievements, instead focusing on 

the team that works alongside him to 
advance the success of  entrepreneurs 

across the North.
“We’re no different than any SME,” said 

Lake, CEO of  the Northern Centre for Ad-
vanced Technology (NORCAT). “We're not 
the smartest guys in the world. My back-
ground is in chemistry, toxicology and or-
ganic chemistry—that’s about as far from 
mining as you can get—but I have a crew 
around me that’s pretty darn good.”

Yet it’s under Lake’s guidance that the 
Sudbury-based business incubator has 
come as far as it has.

It started as a fledgling offshoot of  Cam-
brian College in 1995 and in 2009 moved 
into a state-of-the-art, 60,000-square-foot 
innovation and commercialization centre. 
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5 Darryl Lake, CEO of the Northern Centre for Advanced Technology (NORCAT) in Sudbury, is proud of the innovation that has taken place at the company, 
including the development of extraterrestrial drills (pictured).

NORCAT CEO focuses on innovation
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